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Again, we are honoring our  “National Treasures” of the Mangum High School Alumni 

Association.  Our members enjoy hearing from and about these ‘ol Alumni’, some of 

whom walked the halls of the first two high schools built in Mangum and still recall the 

‘old junior high’ as being the same school which opened in 1905 as the first high school 

in Mangum.  A new high school on Pennsylvania Avenue opened in 1920 and   burned to 

the ground 8 February 1962.  Today’s middle school stands on land where the once 

majestic ‘grande ‘ol original 1905 high school’ was built.  Today’s gym stands on land 

where the 1920 high school once proudly stood.  And today’s High School stands on the 

land where the Old Edison Grammar School once stood. Behind today’s high school once 

stood a one room wooden school and then a rock two story school;  these schools housed 

all the students. Erecting the  North Ward School and a South Ward School helped 

relieve overcrowding for several years before the new Edison opened in 1909.  Mangum 

schools sit on hallowed ground as we call it………………  talk about “carrying on the 

tradition”.   

 

The Alumni MHS Association  at this time still has two grads from the 1929 class active 

and keeping in touch with this Historian regularly:  Anna Fritsche Hunter and Russell 

Pierson. These grads are both 102 years of age now.   If there are any living classmates 

in 1930 or 1931, we do not know about them.  The Class of 1932 still boasts one mate, 

Helen Wickersham Butterfield, who lives in Florida.   Helen wasn't able to attend the 

banquet in 2013, but she did attend the Wickersham reunion in Georgetown,_________ 

Texs in October. Helen turned ___ this spring.  The 1934 class lost Margaret Singley 

Moss in 2013.  She was a resident at a Hobart Living Center.   In January, the 

nephew of  Maxine McCaleb Hill, Abilene, TX, called to report his aunt died in 2011;  

so the McCaleb twins are both now deceased. Juanita Barnes-Pitts, California, may be 

the last living member of her class.  Juanita’s daughter keeps us abreast of her mom. 

living.  The Class of 1935 has two:  Lenore Arnett Young and Olga Shadid Hawkins 

of Altus.  The class of 1936 can still count Nell Wickersham, sister of Helen, as still 

active in her retirement setting. The Class of 1937 has Dovie Byars Slape living in 

California.  Her daughter keeps us posted by e-mail.   The classes of 1938 and 1939 have 

three local classmates living.  Jim C. Hall, Joe Head and Margaret Gray Carder, of 

Tamarack Village, Altus..   Rev. Broadace Elkins and Wynona (Houpe) Elkins, still 

live in Texas and James P. Garrett, is still in Oklahoma City.   We show Gene Martin, 

living in  Altus, Class of 1939. 

 

Each year we find another living member through friends or relatives and we try our best 

to contact that member and/or the family for more information.  Below, you will find 

current information on our oldest alumni members, some of whom have called this 



historian or family members have let us know their whereabouts.  We’re sad to learn of 

the deaths, but closure is better than ‘unknown’ to the Alumni family. 

 

 

 

Class of 1929 is still celebrating two living members:  Anna Hunter and Russell 

Pierson.  Anna Fritsche Hunter turned 102 in September 2013;  this writer and husband 

visit with her in Richardson, Texas, yearly.  Anna still communicates everyday by e-mail 

and her dues are paid for 2014. Her daughter, Jeanne Green, lives close by and some of 

her large extended family sees Anna every day.   Ms. Hunter holds the title of ‘oldest 

MHS Grad’.  Her sister, also a MHS Grad, lived to be 102 and now  holds the title of 

‘third oldest alumnus on record’.  Anna is a very energetic and busy lady.  She says she 

has a “2:00 feeding every night”  (cookies and milk) so she can sleep well.  She’s 

tremendously witty. 

 

Again, this writer visited Russell Pierson in Fall of 2013, but this time we went to his 

Assisted Living residence in NW Oklahoma City. He celebrated 102 in December, 

making him the 'second oldest alumnus' living.   His family keeps track of him daily and 

we were able to visit with his daughter on our visit. Russell served as Alumni Parade 

Marshal in 2009, the year of the heavy rain.     

 

Class of 1932   Helen Wickersham Butterfield lives in Florida and has already made 

plans to be at the banquet.  Helen was the Alumni Parade Marshal in 2008.    Helen 

writes or calls throughout the year to keep us abreast of the Wickershams. She turned 100 

on March 8, 2013. 

 

Class of 1934   Juanita Barnes Pitts, lives in California. Her daughter, Vicki, reported 

that her mother lives alone, drives her own car, is active in her church and weekly bible 

study.    

 

Class of 1935    Olga Shadid Hawkins stays active in  Altus;  she lost her older brother 

Ned Shadid, Class of 1931, in 2011. Lenore Arnett Young still lives in New Mexico as 

far as we know;  however, her mail returned in 2013.       

 

Class of 1936   Nell Wickersham is living in a Georgetown, Texas,  nursing home and 

is happy to have her niece Mary Ann Miller keeping her abreast of alumni events. Nell 

loves to get mail.  She keeps in regular contact with sister, Helen.  She may be the last 

living member of her class. 

 

Class of 1937   Ruth Dodson St. Onge, still lives in Gulf Port, Mississippi, and has sent 

her dues for 2012. Mary Jo Overby Guilfoyle, lives in Overland Park, Kansas, 

according to her niece, Barbara Thompson Blake; Janet Olive Carlson still lives in 

Gravois Hill, Missouri;  her Dovie Byars Slape,  lives near her daughter, Janet and 

husband in California. Al’Louise Singley Cupp, Arizona, is known as “Tiny” I’m told, 

and lives with a daughter.   

 



Class of 1938   James (Jim) C. Hall, age 94, lives in Mangum now, moving here in 

November 2011, from Aztec, N.M.   Harold Stubbs, is still in Galveston and e-mails 

with this Historian regularly.  D.R. Waldroop was the oldest Graduate attending his 75th 

banquet in 2013.  He is still living in Lawton and drove himself to and from Mangum.  

He still works part time for the City of Lawton.   Irma Davis Gates  still lives in Derby, 

Kansas, as far as we know; however her invitation returned in 2012. Mildred Orendorff 

Brewer still lives in Cleburne Texas and is well cared for by her children, according to 

her sister-in-law, Joan Brewer Harris (1957).   

 

Class of 1939   Margaret Gray Carder, is at Tamarack in Altus.  Another classmate, 

Joe Head, lives in Mangum. Rev. Broadace Elkins and Wynona (Houpe) Elkins, still 

live in Texas and James P. Garrett, is still in Oklahoma City.   

 

Class of 1940   James Stroup, Silverton, OR, contacted this writer in May 2010. Have  

heard nothing from him recently. Hilma Byars, is the younger brother of Dovie Byars 

Slape ’37.  Hilma still lives in California and stays in touch with Dovie.  Fleeta Taylor 

Lynch, The Woodlands, Texas, has sent her dues this year and keeps this Historian 

informed about her life by phone and mail. She was able to see pictures of the  monument 

to honor her mother installed at the Old Greer County Museum in 2013.  Jack Givens 

still lives in Mangum and served as Parade Marshal in 2013.  Rosabelle Thompson 

lives  in Okemah, OK, and  Ola Rhea Hash, still lives in Washington State as far as we 

know.    Juanita Owen Breskin, Ft. Worth, Texas, is the sister of John Owen, Willow, 

who stays in touch with this writer.  Virgil W. Smith still attends the yearly events at 

Quartz Mountain.   

 

Class of 1941   Tommy Buchanan of Hobart,  is still alive and well as far as we know.  

Haven’t seen him in about a year.  Annette Powers Meader went to live in Coppell, 

Texas, in 2012.  She misses seeing her friends from Mangum. Claude Smith, Mangum, 

lives at  Grace  Living  Center. Claude was Marshal of the Alumni Parade in 2011.     

Eleanor Boyd Farris, Tacoma Washington, is alive and well.  Her sister, Louise Boyd 

Mathews, lives in Mangum, and keeps us informed.  Fred Carnes, still lives in Ada, 

OK., and has sent his dues for 2013.  Marie Scott Brandt, Bethany, OK, passed away 

in May 2013.  She also lost her younger sister, Jan Scott Caffey, two weeks earlier.  

The Scott Family had been the largest active alumni family for many years. 

 

Class of 1942   This class had three members turn out in 2012 for their 70
th

 reunion.  Jean 

Hall Robberson of Pasadena, CA; Minnie Grace Tidmore McGovern from Roseburg, 

Oregon, and Jake Smith, Abilene, Texas.  Other classmates who have kept in touch or 

visited with other classmates by phone or internet include:  LaTheil Penley Davidson of 

Tuscon, AZ;  Sue Bryant Horn, Chickasha, OK, who stays in touch with her sister-in-

law, Marian Bryant-Silk of Mangum; Nora Mae Mothersead Schindler, Oklahoma 

City, who wrote us May of 2013;   Mary Louise Gilliam Jantzen, Dallas,    Jack 

Treadwell, Homosassa, Florida, who recently celebrated his 91st birthday and stays 

connected by e-mail;  Dewey C. Penley, Denver, CO;  Roy F. Heatly, Bayfield, CO,  

and Sam E. Smith, Sun City, CA, who still has family living in Mangum, namely his 

Uncle Claude Smith and several cousins.  On Feb. 1, 2013,  we heard from Willa 



Lovelace Crawford’s daughter in Nevada, and she sent a picture letting us now her 

mother was very much alive.   Ms. Crawford had been listed as deceased for years. 

 

 

Class of 1943   This class had ______ members attending in 2013:  Mr. Ray Coffman, 

Mangum, will serve as Parade Marshal in 2014.   Mildred J. McGuire still lives in 

Texas as far as our records show:  also,  Juanita Pennington Kelly lives in Oklahoma 

City, and this writer was able to visit with her in 2012.  Mary K. Roach is living;   Bill 

Willis, Granite and now resident of Altus.  Robert L. Overton died Fall 2013.  Oma M. 

Passmore died;   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Always hoping to learn more about our Alumni;  please call 580-782-5107 or e-mail 

joy.grant@sbcglobal.net.    History is only as good as it is accurate, therefore, we 

appreciate updates. 

 


