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1929 through 1940 years 
 

The earliest members of the MHS Alumni Association are still making their presence known and 

corresponding with local record keepers.  They are honored this year as our “National 

Treasurers”.  Our readers enjoy hearing from and about these revered ‘ol Alumni’, some of whom 

walked the halls of the first two high schools built in Mangum. 

 

Each year we find another living member through friends or relatives and we try our best to 

contact that member and/or the family for more information.  Below, you will find current 

information on our oldest alumni members: 

 
Class of 1929 celebrating two living members:  Anna Hunter and Russell Pierson. This 

writer and husband visited with Russell at the Oklahoma State Fair in September 2010; we have 

already been invited to his 100th birthday party.  Anna writes everyday by e-mail.  We visited her 

April 17,  2011,  at her new Assisted Living Center in Richardson, Texas, where she is close to 

children and grandchildren.  Anna’s dues have been paid and Russell has bought his banquet 

ticket.  His faithful daughter will accompany him. 

 

Class of 1930    Oma May Haston Warwick, Las Cruces, NM, had a big smile for me last 

summer when I stopped by for a short visit with her.  The late Patsy Cox Smith, Class of ’44, 

helped me find Ms. Warwick through long time family contacts.  She lives in a Senior Citizen 

Nursing Facility and has two daughters near by, as far as our records show. 

 

Class of 1932   Helen Wickersham Butterfield lives in Florida and has already bought her 

Banquet ticket this year. Helen just celebrated her 97th birthday.  Deloris Norris Freeman lives 

in Texas near her daughter. 

 

Class of 1934   Juanita Barnes Pitts, California, writes that she’s doing well and staying very 

busy. Margaret Singley Moss,  Hobart, Ok, is a younger sister of the late Cleo Singley Martin.  

Maxine McCaleb  Hill, lives in Abilene, Texas;  she lost her twin last year but is living with 

another sister, according to her nephew’s letter. 

 

Class of 1935    Pat Chambers and Curtis Wetsel, both live in Mangum;    Olga Shaddid stays 

active in  Altus;  Lenore Arnett Young, lives in New Mexico, according to her younger sister, 

Marjorie Arnett Houck and  Ms. Houck has sent her dues. 

 
Class of 1936   Nell Wickersham, Channelview, Texas, has bought her banquet ticket and is 

making plans to be in Mangum for her 75th reunion.  Frances Aderholt Regian-Smith, 

Richardson, Texas, is in a Senior Citizen facility and her daughter-in-law, Sue Regian and grand 

children are close by.  She’s paid her dues this year and in speaking with Ms. Smith this year I 

learned that her father was an early day pharmacist in Mangum.  These are the only contacts we 

have from the Class of 1936. 

 



Class of 1937   Juanita Bennett Moore, Huntsville, Alabama,  and Ruth Dodson St. Onge, 

Gulf Port, Mississippi,  have both sent their dues.  Corrinne Maxfield still lives in Waurika, OK.  

Mary Jo Overby Guilfoyle lives in Overland Park, Kansas; Janet Olive Carlson and husband,  

Elom Carlson Jr., live in Missouri. This Historian heard from the Carlson’s son last year after he 

had visited Mangum.   Dovie Byars Slape, California, has bought her banquet ticket and will 

travel to Mangum with her daughter and son-in-law.  She’ll be camped on the Courthouse square 

at “Tiger Campground”.  Due to Ms. Slape’s efforts, this is one of the more connected classes of 

the 1930’s. 

 

Class of 1938   James (Jim) C. Hall, lives in Aztec, NM.  He recently lost his wife and is 

considering moving back to Mangum.  Harold Stubbs, is in Galveston and e-mails with this 

Historian daily.  As far as we know, D.R. Waldroop, is still in Lawton.   Irma Davis Gates lives 

in Derby, Kansas, and recently talked with this Historian by phone.  She lost her husband, 

Quinten Gates, 1936 MHS, in 2002. 

 

Class of 1939   Yonne Pendleton McDaniel and Margaret Gray Carder,  both of Mangum 

and, as always, have bought their tickets. Another classmate, Joe Head, lives in Mangum, and 

holds court each morning at Gabriel’s Restaurant.  Polly Hughes Dial,  lives in English Village 

Nursing Center, Altus;  Broadace and Wynona (Houpe) Elkins, live in Texas and were both 

here in 2010 for the Alumni activities;   James P. Garrett, Oklahoma City, has bought his ticket 

again this year.  We think he had a very good time celebrating the Alumni’s 100th reunion last 

year. 

 

A faithful classmate, who did not graduate in 1939 due to marriage,    Wynell Mayfield Mask,  

died in January 2011, in Owasso, Oklahoma. This Historian visited with  her in December 2010 

and  also visited with her daughter, Beverly. The oldest daughter, Barbara,  started school in 

Mangum with this Historian.  Ms. Mask helped keep her class connected many years before her 

death.  She and her husband were long time residents of Chickasha after they left Mangum. 

 

Class of 1940   James Stroup, Silverton, Oregon, contacted this writer in May 2010 and sent me  

his 50th reunion yearbook that his classmates organized in 1990.  You can’t imagine the thrill this 

type of offering does for a Historian.  Mr. Stroup contacted me again this year requesting 

brochures of Oklahoma and Texas, Places of Interest.  He has friends coming our way.  Mr. 

Stroup commented:  “I feel like a farm boy who never went to school instead of being someone 

who has a Bachelor, Master’s and most of a PH.D.  under my belt.  I have some Alzheimers along 

with a tremor which causes me to have great difficulty in writing legibly.  But, if you need 

specific information, I will be glad to help.”  James has sent his dues for this year. 

 

 

Fleeta Taylor Lynch, The Woodlands, Texas,  1940, has sent her dues this year and keeps this 

Historian informed about her life.  After she lost her husband, she moved to an Assisted Living 

Facility and is much happier.  She has a niece and nephew (her brother Una’s  children) who 

check on her She wrote a four page letter and ended it with this prayer:  “Lord grant me the 

senility to forget the people I never liked anyway;  the good fortune to run into the ones I do like 

and the eyesight to determine the difference.” 

 

 

 

 

 



More Class  of 1940:  Virgil W. Smith, Jr., Oklahoma City attended the banquet last year and 

is paid up for this year.  We haven’t heard from Jack Givens of Mangum, yet. He lost his wife 

in 2010.  Lorena Hughes Sewell still lives in Mangum.  Juanita Powers Redden lives in 

Coppell, Texas; she enjoyed her 70th reunion here last year.  Rosabelle Thompson lives in 

Okemah, OK;  Ola Rhea Hash, still lives in Washington State as far as we know.  Juanita Owen 

Breskin is living in Ft. Worth, according to her brother John Owen, Willow.  Hilma Byars, 

1940, is the younger brother of Dovie Byars Slape ’37.  Hilma lives in California.  

 

 

Special note:  Class of 1944    Patsy Cox Smith died the  summer of 2010;  I visited in her El 

Paso home summer of 2009 and she helped me with her class history by e-mail.  Also, another 

classmate and friend of Ms. Smith’s, Lowell Drake, Jr., passed away in 2010.    Both of these 

classmates helped immensely with their 65th reunion in 2009.  

 

Always hoping to learn more about our Alumni;  please call 580-782-5107 or e-mail 

joy.grant@sbcglobal.net.    History is only as good as it is accurate, therefore, we appreciate 

updates. 

 


