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IN 2010, THERE ARE TWO 98-YEAR-YOUNG AND ACTIVE CLASSMATES 

WITH THE CLASS OF 1929…. ALIVE AND MAKING THEIR VOICES HEARD 

 

By Joy Hall Grant (1957) MHS Alumni Historian 

     

Nothing is more exhilarating than hearing ‘stories or tales’ from the people who actually 

lived it.  After retiring and purchasing a childhood house back from the Cypert family in 

2001, I began serious research in the Old Greer County Museum and old Mangum Star 

newspapers, attempting to learn more about my own Hall family.  The papers and 

reporters in the 1930’s and 1940’s days  actually took time to interview the ‘old pioneers’ 

and record their stories/memories.  Finding this information opened up a whole new 

challenge for me and studying genealogy evolves into school history/genealogy, thus, I’m 

trying to carry on the tradition by recording history as I discover it. 

 

Each year, as the Mangum High School alumni invitations return, usually one of two 

things has happened:  1) the Alumni member has moved with no forwarding address,  or 

2)  the member is deceased and we never know where the mail sent.  Sometimes, the 

envelope will be marked as such,  but usually the records are just marked “not at this 

address.”  That’s a sad chapter ending for the Association.  The Board would prefer to 

‘close’ the records knowing the whereabouts of the member. 

 

To the best of our knowledge, the oldest living alumnus on record is Clara Fritsche 

Polk, Class of 1919, who lived to be 102.  She was living with her sister, Anna Fritsche 

Hunter in  Arizona at the time of her death in 2002.  She is buried at Riverside Cemetery 

with other family members.    

 

This year, the Association lost the second ‘oldest alumnus’, Cleo Singley Martin, Class 

of 1926, passed away  in January 2010;  she was 101 years of age.  She held this title for 

several years.    She lived a blessed life and left a glowing legacy for others to remember 

as a school teacher, soldier, Sunday School teacher, sister and aunt.  The  Alumni 

Association was well represented at her funeral.  Ms. Martin was buried at Riverside 

Cemetery. Cleo has two younger sisters still active who are also MHS grads: Allouise 

Singley Cupp (Grad 1937), Albuquerque, New Mexico  and Margaret Singley Moss 

(Grad 1934), of Hobart, OK.  Two other sisters are deceased.  The Singley sisters’ 

parentss were Honoray Alumni Parents hvaing graduated five daughters from MHS. 

 

The exciting news is, of course, is that we have two Class of 1929 alumni still making 

their voices heard.  Anna Fritsche Hunter, Sun City West, Arizona, is on her computer 

every day writing or answering the many questions this Historian throws at her.  She has 

sent in her dues but does not plan to attend due to the long distance from Arizona.    

Anna is the oldest living alumnus on record right now and Russell is a mere three 

months behind her.   Russell Pierson, who returned to Mangum in 2009 for his 80th 

reunion, was the Alumni Parade Marshal.  He was accompanied by his two daughters 

and a grandson and appeared to enjoy every facet of the Banquet and Saturday activities.  



He signed into the Ray Hogan BBQ with a big flourish marking his 80th reunion with a 

big blue marker.  See interviews published on both of these graduates else where in the 

paper. 

 

In 2009, the Association lost a 1931 classmate, William “Bill” Stewart, of Duncan.  In 

2008, he was 96 years young and had a grandchild by his son.  He was married to Reda 

Taylor Stewart, deceased, Class of 1930. 

 

The Class of 1932 lost Vera Sweet Lindner, of Hollis,  in 2009.  She attended the 2009 

Banquet held at Quartz Lodge enjoying herself as she had for years.  Her classmate, 

Helen Wickersham Butterfield, will miss her this year;  they always sat together.   Deloris 

Norris Freeman, is living in Texas near her daughter, Kae Freeman Porter (1963).  

Josephine Dixon Wickersham-Warren lives in Midland, near her daughter, Jann 

Wickersham Pullig.  She remains very alert and lives in an assisted living facility.  Jann 

keeps in touch with this writer and she and her husband attended the activities in 2009. 

Jann attended Mangum schools during her early teen years. 

 

The Class of 1933, lost Elizabeth Funderburk Donnelly, in 2009. Another classmate and 

life-long Mangum resident, Ed Maxfield, passed away March 2010 and is buried at 

Riverside Cemetery.  His widow, Vada Proctor Maxfield (1945 class) and three 

children are all MHS grads.    

 

The Class of 1934 can still boast about the McCaleb Twins who are both living in 

Abilene, Texas, as far as we know.  They are Geraldine Shultz and Maxine Hill.    

Juanita Barnes Pitts, of California, is still very active and working with her daughter 

who keeps this writer posted on her mother. Mrs. Pitts does proof reading for her 

daughter, who is a writer.  Margaret Singley Moss is living in Hobart, OK.  Dr. Charles 

Overby died in 2009.  He was a cousin to Barbara, Beth, and Joe Boyd Thompson 

siblings, all MHS grads.  

 

The Class of 1935 has at least four members living:  Curtis Wetsel of Mangum; Olga 

Shadid Hawkins, Altus, and Pat Chambers Curtis, Mangum Grace Living Center.  I 

spoke with Ms. Hawkins by phone.  She’s helping look after her brother Hoyt Shadid,  of 

Altus, who broke his arm.  The widow of Rev. Paul Wiseman advised this writer by 

mail that he had died November 2008.   

 

The memories of the Class of 1936 are kept alive by Nell Wickersham, Channelview 

Texas, who continues to send this writer history about the schools and her class.  Juanita 

Sue Overton Thompson, of California,  passed away in 2007, according to her brother, 

Rob Overton, who also e-mails me daily with history lessons.  Katherine Johnson, long 

time Edison Elementary teacher, wrote this Historian two years ago.  We’ve received no 

word on her since and her mail has returned.  She is a relative of the late Miss Tommie 

Johnson, long time Mangum High School teacher. 

 

The Class of 1937, perhaps the most visible during Alumni weekend,  has Dovie Byars 

Slape who writes the members each year and keeps this writer abreast of their   



happenings.  Ms. Byars will arrive in Mangum again this year, accompanied by her 

daughter and son-in-law,  Jane and Walt, and they’ll camp on the square at ‘Tiger 

Campground’.  She will then proceed to take in all the activities (several a day) and enjoy 

all the smells and memories of coming home to Greer County and Mangum.  Nothing 

like the Hamburger Inn and clover fields to ‘get one going’.  Mary Jo Overby Guilfoyle 

is living in Overland Park, Kansas;   Juanita Bennett Moore is in Huntsville, Alabama;  

Elom Carlson & wife, Janet Oliver Carlson live in Missouri;  Perry Morgan is in San 

Diego, CA; Jerre Parker Northcutt lives in Dallas, TX, and Ruth Dodson St. Onge, 

lives in Mississippi. Corrine Maxfield Wheeler, sister to Ed Maxfield, is still living in 

Waurika, and Allouise Singley Cupp lives in Albuquerque, NM. The late Ashley 

Lovett’s children were found living in Newcastle, OK, by Marjorie Thompson Starr 

(1947 Grad), and reported that their father was deceased.  The class lost their classmate, 

Lloyd Hare in May 2009. 

 

The Class of 1938 has Harold Stubbs and James C. Hall still active in their homes 

either running a computer,  polishing/rebuilding guns or painting.  As far as we know, D. 

R. Waldroop still lives in Lawton; Eloise Tittle Jacobson sent in her dues and  lives in 

Albuquerque; Mildred Orendorff Brewer lives in Cleburne, Texas; Millie Banister 

Simmons lives in Carlsbad, New Mexico.  The Class lost Charles Covington in 2009;  

this writer heard from a daughter  by e-mail.   

 

The Class of 1939 has three active members right in Mangum:  Margaret Jo Gray 

Carder, Yonne Pendleton McDaniel and Joe Head. Polly Hughes Dial lives in Altus.    

Brodace and Wynona Elkins live in Lytle Texas;  James P. Garrett lives in OKC.  

They lost two classmates last year:  Pete Boyle, III and R. V. Bell.  Ms. Carder, Ms. 

McDaniel and Mr. Garrett have all signed up for the banquet this year.  Note:  Parade 

Marshal for the Alumni Parade will be Yonne Pendleton McDaniel!! 

 

The Class of 1940 will celebrate 70 years in 2010.  There are two members living in 

Mangum:  Jack Givens and Lorena Hughes Sewell.  Jack plans to attend again this 

year.  Jack and Lorena were both interviewed for the Alumni Edition of the Mangum 

Star.   Virgil W. Smith, Jr., of Oklahoma City, plans to attend the activities.  Fleeta 

Taylor Lynch lives in Kerrville, Texas, and sent this writer numerous records of the 

class including an original class group picture.   Juanita Powers Redden lives in 

Coppell, Texas, and tells this writer she will be attending this year’s activities.  She will 

be accompanied by her son and daughter-in-law. Juanita was interviewed for the Alumni 

Edition of the Mangum Star.  John Owen of Willow reported that his sister, Juanita 

Owen Breskin lives in Fort Worth, TX; James Stroup sent in his dues from Oregon, and  

Rosabelle Thompson lives in Okemah with her daughter.  We believe Leona Hash and 

Ola Rhea Hash are still  living in Oregon and Washington.  Othollo Garner Sweet 

passed away in December 2009;  she kept the class records together for several years and 

will be missed. Her daughter, Sherri, says her mother always enjoyed everything about 

the Alumni gatherings. 

 

The Class of 1941 lost Clyde Smith in January 2010; he was a life long Mangum 

resident and one of its most active members.  At one time, Clyde served on the Mangum 



School Board.  Clyde’s twin brother, Claude Smith, is also a graduate and has lived in 

Mangum the past few years.  He plans to attend the Alumni activities.  The twins have a 

sister, Bonnie,  living in Mangum’s Grace Living Center,  and a younger brother, Sam E. 

Smith (1942), living in California.  Clyde also has two sons, Tyler and Clint Smith, who 

are members of the Alumni Association.  Annette Powers Meader,  class secretary, lives 

in Mangum and is looking forward to having her sister from the Class of 1940 here 

during Alumni Weekend. Annette was interviewed for the Alumni Edition.  Other 

members of this class still living, according to relatives   are:  Geneva Brewer Bottom, 

Mustang; Texas;  Marie Scott Brandt, Bethany, and William Wesley Starr, 

Norman, OK.    This class lost Carroll Wetsel in 2009. 

 

A cut-off date has to be made at some juncture.  We’ll end our National Treasurers list 

with the Class of 1941 this year.  Any information  you can give of any of these 

classmates would be welcomed.  Call 580-782-5107 or e-mail joy.grant@sbcglobal.net. 

 


